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1.0 PREAMBLE

1.1 Introduction

The Forms 1 — 4 English Language Syllabus covers the
learning and teaching of the English Language taking
into account the importance of English as a vehicle for
communication and a tool for cultural, political, religious,
social and economic development. It seeks to help all
learners to ethically and responsibly utilise Information
and Communication Technologies (ICTs). The syllabus
also seeks to prepare all learners to use English in
studying other learning areas across the curriculum while
offering opportunities for lifelong learning. The syllabus
promotes the use of the communicative-functional
approach to the teaching and learning of the English
Language. It recognises the use of the English
Language as a tool for inclusivity that encourages
learners to cherish diversity and acknowledge differ-
ences. The teaching and learning of the language

aims to produce learners who are not only linguistically
competent, but also patriotic, ethical and can function

in different roles and situations which they are likely to
encounter after leaving school. The syllabus aims to
promote Unhu/Ubuntu/Vumunhu among learners through
selection of appropriate language learning materials.

1.2 Rationale

As a medium of instruction, the English Language assists
in the teaching and learning of other areas across the
curriculum. Being a global language, it offers all learners
opportunities to communicate in a wider spectrum. In
addition, the skills mastered in the study of the English
Language will open up opportunities for employment in
various media fields and also enable them to be writers
in their own right, who are able to protect their intellectual
properties.

The study of the English Language will enhance
development of skills in:

*  Problem solving
 Critical thinking

» Decision making

» Conflict resolution

* Leadership

» Self-management

+  Communication

» Technology and innovation
* Enterprise

+ Team work

1.3 Summary of Content (Knowledge,
Skills and Attitudes)

The Forms 1 — 4 English Language syllabus emphasises
the learning and teaching of the four macro-skills,
namely: listening, speaking, reading and writing and their
sub-skills, as well as other literacy and numeracy skills.
The syllabus also promotes the development of positive
attitudes and interpersonal communication through
proper use of language. The teaching and learning of
visual, aural, manual and tactile skills is emphasised in
order to accommodate learners with diverse needs.

1.4 Assumptions
It is assumed that learners:

« are literate in English Language

» are motivated to learn English Language
» are capable of learning English Language
* have basic ICT skills

1.5 Cross-cutting themes

In the teaching and learning of English Language, the
following cross-cutting themes should be taken into con-
sideration through the use of texts selected, projects and

assignments.

« ICT

* Gender

» Children’s Rights and Responsibilities
» Disaster Risk Management

» Sexuality, HIV and AIDS Education
* Child Protection

* Heritage Studies

* Human Rights

» Collaboration

* Environmental Issues

* Financial literacy

* Communication




English Language Syllabus Forms 1 - 4

2.0 PRESENTATION OF THE
SYLLABUS

The English Language syllabus is presented as a single
document that emphasises the teaching of the four
macro-skills and their sub-skills

3.0 AIMS

The aims of the syllabus are to:

3.1 promote in learners an awareness of the
usefulness of the English Language as a
medium of national and international
communication, as well as the value of
effective language command and use for
personal and national development.

3.2 develop in learners a lifelong reading habit for
enjoyment and acquisition of knowledge.

3.3 develop in learners appropriate techniques for
intensive and extensive reading.

3.4 further develop and foster writing skills and
talent in learners.

3.5 extend the learners’ skills of listening for
different purposes.

3.6 help learners communicate effectively in
spoken English/Sign Language in different
situations.

3.7 expand learners’ interactive skills using
Information Communication Technology.

4.0 SYLLABUS OBJECTIVES

By the end of Form 4, learners should be able to:

4.1 construct correct English sentences orally and
in writing/braille

4.2 use appropriate language (registers) in
different situations

4.3 read a variety of texts for knowledge and

recreation

4.4 make appropriate use of cyberspace (social
networks)

4.5 evaluate information given orally or in writing/
signing

4.6 listen to and understand texts or any form of

communication in English

4.7 use writing conventions correctly

4.8 express themselves using appropriate
non-verbal communication skills

4.9 write meaningfully on a variety of topics

4.10 use skills acquired for creative writing or career
identification

5.0 METHODOLOGY AND TIME
ALLOCATION

5.1 Methodology

In using this syllabus, the functional-communicative,
multi-sensory approaches and principles of individ-
ualisation, concreteness, totality and wholeness are
recommended, operating within the spiral framework.
This syllabus encourages the use of learner-centred and
interactive activities that enable all learners to develop
and understand linguistic concepts and their use and
usage in everyday life. Through this approach, language
forms and structures are to be taught by using them in
appropriate contexts rather than as isolated forms.

Within the functional-communicative approach, the
following strategies are recommended:

» Debate and discussion

* Individual and group presentation
* Drama

* Role play/ Imitation and simulation
* Poetry, song and dance

» Educational tours

* E-Learning

* Research/Case studies

*  Puppetry
¢ Diorama
* Quiz

* Models/Resource persons

5.2 Time Allocation
For effective teaching of English Language at this level,

a minimum time allocation of 6 — 7 periods of 35 - 40
minutes per week is recommended.

6.0 SKILLS AND TOPICS

6.1 SKILLS

The learning and teaching of the English Language will
focus on the following macro skills and their sub skills:
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Listening/Observing
Speaking/Signing
Reading/Signing
Writing/Brailing

Topics

Oral work

Language structures
Comprehension
Composition
Summary

Registers
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English Language Syllabus Forms 1 - 4

9.0 ASSESSMENT

The scheme of assessment for the Forms 1 - 4 English Language syllabus covers continuous and summative
assessments. The four main language skills which are Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing and their sub-skills
will be assessed. The assessment is grounded on the principle of inclusivity. Arrangements, accommodations and
modifications must be visible in both continuous and summative assessments to enable candidates with special needs
to access assessments.

9.1 ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

The English Language syllabus will be assessed through Continuous Assessment and Public Examinations. The
following assessment objectives outline the skills which may be assessed during and at the end of the four-year
programme:

Writing Skills
During and at the end of the four-year programme, candidates should be able to:

» write continuous narratives, detailed descriptions, persuasive/ argumentative, informative and expository com-
positions
» write formal and informal letters, speeches, reports, articles, memos, based on: notes, diagrams, statistical
data, graphs and pictures
» write with grammatical accuracy; spell and punctuate their work correctly
» use different supporting language structures in context
» write in a style and register appropriate to the subject matter
» construct a variety of sentence structures
» use a wide range of vocabulary and idioms appropriate to the subject matter
» organise their work satisfactorily into paragraphs
» use discourse markers correctly to show a sense of cohesion and coherence within paragraphs
» show originality and creativity in their writing
Reading comprehension
Candidates should be able to:

* answer recall questions
» follow the sequence of events in a narrative or descriptive text
» follow the development of an argument or discussion
* recognize how language is used in a text to indicate relationships of ideas
 distinguish main propositions from exemplifying or qualifying details
+ infer information that is indirectly stated
» work out the contextual meanings of words and phrases
* paraphrase ideas from a text
 identify the tone and mood of a text
+ identify the writer’s attitude(s) towards his/her subject
* summarise specific aspects of a text
Speaking and listening
Speaking and listening complement each other and are therefore usually taught together.

Speaking
Candidates should be able to:

* communicate ideas clearly, accurately, and fluently on a variety of topics

» discuss and debate confidently on topical and cross-cutting issues

* use appropriate tone , intonation and gestures to emphasise a point

* use appropriate register depending on social situation, audience, subject matter or area being discussed
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Listening
Candidates should be able to:
+ listen with concentration
» answer recall, interpretive and evaluative questions based on what they have listened to
» react appropriately to different oral text types
* summarise oral texts

9.2 SCHEME OF ASSESSMENT

The scheme of assessment for the Forms 1 - 4 English Language syllabus covers continuous and summative
assessments.

Continuous Assessment
Continuous assessemnt wioll be as follows:

LEVEL ASSESSMENT TASK FREQUENCY WEIGHTING
FORM 1 Speaking 1 per term 5%
Listening 1 per term
Writing 1 per term
Project 1 per term
FORM 2 Speaking 1 per term 5%
Reading 1 per term
Writing 1 per term
Project 1 per term
FORM 3 Speaking 1 per term 10%
Reading 1 per term
Writing 1 per term
Project 1 per term
FORM 4 Speaking 1 per term 10%
Listening 1 per term
Writing 1 per term
Project 1 per term
TOTAL 30%
NB. A project can be done in any of the macro-skills once a year.
Summative Assessment
The Summative Assessment comprises two components which are:
PAPER DURATION MARKS
1 Composition 1hr 30 mins 50
2 Comprehension, Summary and Supporting Language Struc- |2 hrs 50
tures
TOTAL 100
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9.4 PAPER DESCRIPTIONS

Paper 1: The paper will consist of two sections: A and B.

Section A: 30 marks — Seven questions on different subjects, embracing cross-cutting themes and emerging issues
will be set. The topics set may be narrative, descriptive, informative, argumentative or discursive. Candidates will be
expected to attempt one question.

Section B: 20 marks — One guided compulsory question will be set. Information that will be given may be in the
form of notes, text, graphs, statistical data or pictures. The question may be a letter, speech, report, article or
memorandum.

Paper 2: The paper will consist of two sections: A and B.

Section A: 40 marks — A prose passage will be set from which candidates will be expected to answer comprehension
questions and a summary question.

Section B: 10 marks — Context-based questions on different supporting language structures will be set. That is to say,

the supporting language structures will not be tested in isolation but in the context of the comprehension passage in
Section A.

9.5 ASSESSMENT MODEL

Assessment of learner performance in English Language - 100%

,, l

Continuous Assessment 30% Summative Assessment 70%
h 4 A 4
| | | |
v
Compositions 35% Comprehension & Sup-
. . o o
Profiling Projects 15% Oral/Aural15% porting Language

Structures 35%

I ]

Continuos Assessment Mark = 30%
T Examination Mark = 70%
*

Profile

A 4

Exit Profile ~

Final Mark English Language =100%
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9.6 SPECIFICATION GRID

The Forms 1 - 4 English Language Paper 1 examination will give thrust to the candidates’ linguistic competence.
The Forms 1 - 4 English Language Paper 2 examination will conform to the following specification grid:

SKILL WEIGHTING
Simple Recall 12%
Comprehension application 80%
Analysis, synthesis and evaluation 8%

TOTAL 100
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